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Kilts to the fore on 
cooks’ tour of Keith
By Shelley Nicol
s.nicol@banffshire-herald.co.uk

KEITH was the first stop for 
a group of Swiss journalists, 
broadcasters and authors on a 
four-day visit to Scotland.

The group of 27, many ac-
companied by their part-
ners, flew in to Aberdeen last 
Wednesday morning. 

From there they travelled 
straight to Keith and were fas-
cinated by the art of kilt mak-
ing and other crafts on display 
at the Keith Kilt and Textile 
Centre on Mid Street.

Kurt Metz explained about 
the group and their visit:

“We are members of a group 
called Presse Chuci Zurich 

which is a cooking club for me-
dia people.

“Group members are not 
food or cookery writers. In fact 
we have financial journalists, 
fiction writers, broadcasters, 
photographers – just media 
people who love cooking.

“We gather on the last Friday 
every month and cook a four-
course meal, then we all sit 
down together to enjoy the 
food.

“The group celebrates its 
50th anniversary this year so 
we decided to do something 
out of the ordinary. And here 
we are, embarking on our trip 
of Scotland.”

The group spent two nights 
based in Aberlour, before 

setting off to Edinburgh for a 
couple of nights.

Paula Hunter, tutor at the kilt 
school, explained about how 
kilts are made.

The visitors were amazed at 
the amount of tartan needed 
to make a full-weight kilt, and 
also that everything is hand-
sewn.

A number of current stu-
dents at the school were also 
on hand to show their crea-
tive skills. Dina Farkas from 
Hungary is currently on her 
second trip to the kilt school 
and is in the process of making 
her second kilt.

“And I am determined to get 
it finished before I have to go 
home,” she said.

Elaine Bunce, a regular at 
the school, and June Miller 
were able to show the visitors 
the pictures they are creating 
using felting.

After what they all agreed 
was a most interesting visit, the 
group left the kilt school and 
made their way down to Keith 
Town Station where railway 
volunteer Ron Smith, a friend 
of Mr Metz, had arranged a spe-
cial train to take the visitors on 
the heritage line to Dufftown.

An action-packed second day 
in Moray took the Swiss party 
to the Speyside Cooperage, 
Walkers, Baxters, Johnstons 
of Elgin, and Gordon and 
Macphail before they caught a 
train to Edinburgh.

Kilt school tutor Paula Hunter shows the Swiss guests the finer points of 
kilt making.

Dina Farkas from Hungary, on her second visit to the 
kilt school, works on her second kilt..

Pictures: Lyn MacDonald
Karin Glanzmann with a 
tartan-clad doll. 

The Swiss visitors at Keith Town Station before 
boarding a train to Dufftown.

Walter Finkbohner tries on a hat.

www.waterfalls-showrooms.com

01343 546262
30 East High Street Elgin

Visit our showroom 
for inspirational ideas
Specialists in design and installation making  
a stunning new bathroom easier to manage

Our Biggest ever 
spring sale nOw On

Huge Reductions on Leather and Fabric Suites, 
Beds, Bedroom Furniture, Lounge & Dining Furniture, 
Carpets, Vinyl, Pictures, Rugs, Lights & Accessories

For Example:

72-76 Mid Street, Keith AB55 5BL
01542 882600Taylors of Keith

HUGE SELECTION - GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES - FREE DELIVERY (50 mile radius)

EVERY SINGLE STOCK ITEM REDUCED
Leather & Fabric Suites – Dining Sets – Beds & Bedroom Furniture – Lounge Furniture

Occasional Furniture – Pictures – Mirrors – Accessories – Rugs
ALSO FOR JANUARY – FREE FITTING ON ALL CARPETS!

Our biggest January Sale ever
NOW ON

4’6 Shaker Oak Bedframe
4’6 Memory Foam Mattress

1 x 6 drawer Chest
2 x Bedside Chests

WAS £1399 NOW £699

Brown Leather 3+1+1
All Reclining Suite

WAS £2499 NOW £1999
Superb Quality

4’6 Solid Oak Bedframe
4’6 Memory Foam Mattress

1 x 2+3 Chest
2 x Bedside Chests

WAS £1699 NOW £1299

Grey/Black Corner Suite
Chenille Fabric

WAS £1199 NOW £899
Extra Comfort

Huge Selection of
Divans, Leather,

Wood & Metal Bedframes
Single, Double,
King, Superking

Beige 3+2+1
Fabric

WAS £1999 NOW £1499
Classic Style

FREE DELIVERY FREE DISPOSAL OF OLD BED 
(50 mile radius)

• Over 100 Beds in Stock for Immediate Delivery • All 
Beds & Mattresses Available in All Sizes • A Superb 
Selection of Traditional & Modern Bedroom Furniture 

to Suit All Tastes & Budgets • Huge Savings on Quality 
Carpets & Vinyls • Free Quote & Measure Available

Extra Discounts for WholE 
housE & o.a.P.s

single Metal 
Bedframe with 

Mattress
Was £299

noW £199

GrEy faBric
3+2+1

Was £1799

noW £1199

lEathEr
3+1+1

Was £1999

noW £1399

4’6” Memory 
ultra Divan set & 
storage Drawers

Was £599

noW £399
Double orthopaedic  
Divan set & storage 

Drawers
Was £499

noW £349

Double Black 
leather Bedframe 

& Mattress
Was £399

noW £299


